TYTT T}\ VC Reported Opposed 
1 1 J-jf • j () Accepting U.S. Plan 

By Stanley Karnow 

Washington Post Foreign Service 



PHNO PENH, Cambodia, 
Nov. 1 — The National Liber- 
ation Front, as the Vietcong 
is officially called, is re- 
ported to have been strongly 
opposed to Hanoi's accept- 
ance of President Johnson’s 
“package plan” to break the 
deadlock at the Paris talks. 

The most immediate rea- 
son for the Front’s opposi- 
tion to the compromise, ac- 
cording to informed sources 
here, was its hostility to 
South Vietnamese govern- 
ment representation at 
Paris. 

As recently as Thursday, 



these sources indicated, 
members of the Front dele- 
gation based here were ex- 
pressing their displeasure 
with the prospect of sitting 
at the same conference table 
with Representatives of 
what they label the “Thieif 
Ky-Huong clique.” 

The Front’s mission in 
Cambodia, which has full 
diplomatic status, is headed 
by a member of the move- 
ment’s Central Committee,. 
Prof. Nguyen Van Hieu. 

Since the President’s anj 
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DETOUR FOR A DOVE— Sen. Eugene Mc- 
Carthy, campaigning for anti-war candi- 
dates, went a couple thousand miles out 
of his way yesterday to stump in Anchor- 



Associated Press 

age for one of the original “doves” — Sen. 
Ernest Gruening of Alaska (center). Grue- 
lling, defeated in the Democratic primary, 
is running as a write-in candidate. 
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nouncement that the Paris 
meeting will be enlarged to 
include Front and South Vi- 
etnamese government par- 
ticipation, Front spokesmen 
have reportedly insisted 
that this in no way signifies 
that they “recognize” the 
Saigon Government. 

Saigon’s Downfall 

In an apparent attempt to 
justify their acquiescence, 
Front leaders here are un- 
derstood to have advanced 
the thesis that their pres- 
ence at the talks will hasten 
the downfall of the Saigon 
regime. Informants close to 
them suggest that the Front 
leaders have been somewhat 
encouraged by South Viet- 
namese President Thieu’s 
apparent reluctance to par- 
ticipate in the negotiations, 
considering this to reflect 
divisions within the Saigon 
Government. 

Underlying the Front’s 
visible lack of enthusiasm 



for the talks compromise 
are two motives. 

On the one hand, they 
have reportedly explained to 
diplomats here, the Front 
leaders see the continuation 
of the Vietnam conflict as 
part of their broad effort to 
extend and reinforce their 
control over South Vietnam. 
They evidently believe that 
a demonstration of their in- 
volvement in negotiations, 
particularly with the Saigon 
regime, may arrest the prog- 
ress they are convinced they 
are making in winning sup- 
port among the South Viet- 
namese people. 

At the same time, the 
Front leaders appear to be 
apprehensive that their own 
movement, which is a coali- 
tion of diverse factions, 
could begin to fragment as 
-its followers face the pros- 
pect of something short of 
victory after years of fight- 
ing. 

Southerners’ Suspicion 

In addition, the Southern 
Communists who form the 
backbone of the National 



Liberation Front are under- 
stood to be deeply suspi- 
cious of the negotiating .. 
process. They feel they were 
betrayed in 1946, when they 
agreed to negotiate with the 
French at Fontainebleau. 
They also Ibelieve they were 
abandoned in 1954, after the 
Geneva conference left a 
divided Vietnam, and again 
in 1956, when Hanoi failed 
to press for nationwide elec- 
tions. 

A consensus in diplomatic 
circles here, therefore, is 
that the Front, despite its 
misgivings, has gone along 
with the negotiating process 
under a good deal of pres- 
sure from Hanoi. A matter 
of some condjecture, howev- 
er, is why the North Viet- 
namese acceded ,to Saigon 
government representation 
in Paris' after all their de- 
mands that the Front be rec- 
ognized as the “authentic” 
voice of the people of South 
Vietnam. 

A widely held belief in this 
capital is that Hanoi was 
subjected to intensive Soviet 
lobbying. Several reliable 
sources here even submit 
that Moscow threatened to 
curtail its aid program to 
North Vietnam if Hanoi did 
not take up President John- 
son’s compromise offer. 

And underlying the Soviet 
Union’s effort to influence 
the North Vietnamese, it is 
understood, has been fear 
that prolongation of the 
Vietnam conflict would 
prompt Hanoi to turn more 
to China for support. 




